
 

24 PA Statute 
Section 1333- Penalties for Violation of Compulsory Attendance Requirements 
 
“(a) (1)- Every parent, guardian, or person in parental relation, having control or charge 
of any child or children of compulsory school age, who shall fail to comply with the 
provisions of this act regarding compulsory attendance, shall on summary conviction 
thereof, be sentenced to pay a fine, for the benefit of the school district in which such 
offending person resides, not exceeding three hundred dollars ($300) and to pay court 
costs or be sentenced to complete a parenting education program offered and operated by 
a local school district, medical institution or other community resources, and, in default 
of the payment of such fine and costs or completion of the parenting program by the 
person so offending, shall be sentenced to the county jail for a period not exceeding five 
(5) days. Any person sentenced to pay any such fine may appeal to the court of common 
pleas of the proper county, upon entering into a recognizance, with one or more proper 
sureties, in double the amount of penalty and costs. Before any proceedings are instituted 
against any parent, guardian, or person in parental relation, for failure to comply with the 
provisions of this act, the district superintendent, attendance officer, or secretary of the 
board of school directors shall give the offending person three (3) days' written notice of 
such violation. If, after such notice has been given, the provisions of this act regarding 
compulsory attendance are again violated by the persons so notified, at any time during 
the term of compulsory attendance, such person, so again offending, shall be liable under 
the provisions of this section without further notice.  
(2) The child and every parent, guardian or person in parental relation must appear at a 
hearing established by the district justice. If the parent, guardian or person in parental 
relation charged with a summary offense under this subsection shows that he or she took 
every reasonable step to insure attendance of the child at school, he or she shall not be 
convicted of the summary offense.  
(3) Upon a summary conviction, the district justice may suspend, in whole or in part, a 
sentence in which a parent, guardian or person in parental relation is summoned to pay as 
required under this section: Provided, That the child no longer is habitually truant from 
school without jurisdiction.  
(4) In lieu of or in addition to any other sentence imposed under this section, the district 
justice may order the parent, guardian or person in parental relation to perform 
community service in the school district in which the offending child resides for a period 
not to exceed six (6) months. 
 
(b) (1) If the parent, guardian or person in parental relation is not convicted of a summary 
offense because he or she took every reasonable step to insure attendance of the child at 
school, a child of compulsory school age who has attained the age of thirteen (13) years 
and fails to comply with the provisions of this act regarding compulsory attendance or 
who is habitually truant from school without justification commits a summary offense 
and except as provided in clause (4) shall, upon conviction, be sentenced to pay a fine not 
exceeding three hundred dollars ($300) for each offense for the benefit of the school 
district in which such offending child resides or shall be assigned to an adjudication 
alternative program pursuant to 42 Pa.C.S. § 1520 (relating to adjudicative alternative 
program).  



 

(2) For any child who has attained the age of thirteen (13) years who fails to pay the fine 
under clause (1) or to comply with the adjudication alternative program, the district 
justice may allege the child to be dependent under 42 Pa.C.S. § 6303(a)(1) (relating to 
scope of chapter). The failure by the child to pay a fine or comply with the adjudication 
alternative program shall not constitute a delinquent act under 42 Pa.C.S. Ch.63 (relating 
to juvenile matters).  
(3) Upon a summary conviction or assignment to an adjudication alternative program, the 
district justice may suspend, in whole or in part, a sentence or an adjudication alternative 
program in which a child who has attained the age of thirteen (13) years must pay or 
comply with the adjudication alternative program: Provided, That the child no longer is 
habitually truant from school without justification.  
(4) Any child who has not attained the age of thirteen (13) years who fails to comply with 
the compulsory attendance provisions of this act and is habitually truant shall be referred 
by the school district for services or possible disposition as a dependent child as defined 
under 42 Pa.C.S. § 6302 (relating to definitions). Any child who has attained the age of 
thirteen (13) years who fails to comply with the compulsory attendance provisions of this 
act and is habitually truant may, in lieu of a prosecution under clause (1), be referred by 
the school district for services or possible disposition as a dependent child as defined 
under 42 Pa.C.S. § 6302 (relating to definitions).  
(5) The following words, when used in this subsection, shall have the following meaning, 
except where the context clearly indicates or requires a different meaning:  
"Community resources" shall mean those agencies and services for children and youth 
provided by the juvenile court, the county, the Department of Health, the Department of 
Public Welfare and other public or private institutions.  
"District justice" shall mean such court as the court of common pleas shall direct in 
counties not having district justices.  
"Habitually truant" shall mean absence for more than three (3) school days or their 
equivalent following the first notice of truancy given under section 1354. A person may 
be habitually truant after such notice.  
"Offense" shall mean each citation which goes before a district justice or court of 
common pleas.  
"Person in parental relation" shall not include any county agency or person acting as 
an agent of the county agency in the jurisdiction of a dependent child defined under 42 
Pa.C.S. § 6302 (relating to definitions). 
 
(c) If a child is convicted for a violation of this section, the court, including a court not of 
record, shall send to the Department of Transportation a certified record of the conviction 
or other disposition on a form prescribed by the department. 
 
(d) Nothing in this section shall be construed to apply to a parent, guardian or person in 
parental relation whose child or children are in a home education program under section 
1327.1. 
 
Section 1338.1- Suspension of Operating Privilege 
 



 

“(a) The Department of Transportation shall suspend for 90 days the operating privilege 
of any child upon receiving a certified record that the child was convicted of violating 
section 1333. If the department receives a second or subsequent conviction for a child’s 
violation of section 1333, the department shall suspend the child’s operating privilege for 
six months. (b) Any child whose record is received by the department under section 
1333(c) and who does not have a driver’s license shall be ineligible to apply for a driver’s 
license under 75 Pa.C.S. §§ 1505 (relating to learners’ permits) and 1507 (relating to 
application for driver’s license or learner’s permit by minor) for the time periods 
specified in subsection (a). If the child is under sixteen (16) years of age when convicted, 
suspension of operating privileges shall commence in accordance with 75 Pa.C.S. § 1541 
(relating to period of revocation or suspension of operating privilege) for the time 
specified in subsection (a).” 
 
Private Criminal Complaint (AOPC 411) – A current form may be obtained on the 
Internet at:  http://forms.lp.findlaw.com/form/courtforms/state/pa/pa000003.pdf 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


